PRESIDENT!'S COLUMN 


On December 6~7 Castleton Tea~ 
chers College was recommended hy 
the Evaluation Visitation Committee 

for accreditation by the Jew Eng- 
land Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools; at the same meet~ 
ing this recommendation was rejected 
by the standing Committee en Insti- 
tutions of Higher Education. 
Although it is too early for 
Castleton to have received an of~ 
ficial statement of the reasons for 
the refusal to accredit, several 
comments can be made. In the first 
ylace, the favorable action by the 
| Visiting Committee itself represents 
; actual progress for C.T.C. This is 
not only because in 1953 the Visit 
ing Committee itself refused to re- 
| eommend us. Much more is it re- 
: flected in the favorable comments 
and reactions of the three visitors. 
Here were three men, each with long 
experience in higher education, each 
with a different perspective from 
which to see the college; and each 
was impressed by a variety of Cas-— 
tleton's good points; the cleanli-~ 
ness of the dormitories; the way in 
which Ellis Hall has been cared for 
by the girls who have lived there; 
the provisions for observations, 
participation, and student teaching, 
the genuine interest in and concern 
for the college on the part of the 
students;the freedom and skill with 
which students expressed their opin- 
ions; the stability and interest of 
the faculty, and many others. All 
of these feelings were expressed in- 
dividually by members of the Visite 
ing Committee, either orally or by 
letter to administrators and faculty 
members, Particularly were they 
impressed vy the amount of progress 
which CTC has made in the past 
three years in accordance with the 
recommendations made by the 1953 
eommitteee In all of this there is 
ample reason for every Castleton 
man or woman to find satisfaction 
in the way in which we presented 
ourselves, and to be glad of the 
progress that has been made. 

At the sam time the rejection 

by the Standing Committee needs 


to be seen in perspectives 
Certainly, Castleton needs-a 
number of major improvements, 
such as the physical education 
building and the men's dormi- 
torye It will also need more 
faculty as its enrollment. 
increases, We are well aware of 
these needs; indeed, it was we 
who called them to the atten— 
tion of the Visiting Commit— 
tee. At the same time it is not 
alibi-seeking to see in the re~ 
jJestion the effects of factors 
whkech have nothing to do with 
Castleton such as the general 
attitude toward teachers col- 
leges; the lack of information 
concerning teachers on the part 
of many in liberal arts col- 
leges and universities; the re- 
actions of some people to 
Vermont's problems concerning 
the numbers and nature of its 
teachers colleges, In short, 
CTC has to some extent been a 
victim of circumstances. Even 
in this there is not total 
loss; for thanks to the press- 
ure of various teacher educa- 
tion interests, including the 
New England Teacher Preparation 
Association, the NoBseeCoCede 
has added for 1957 two new mem= 
bers to the Standing Committee; 
and one will be President Welte 
of Teachers College of Connecti- 
cut a&b New Britain, 

Finally, it cannot be rei~ 
terated too many times that 
accreditation is only a means 
to an end, Our real responsi=— 
bility is to improve what we 
have in as many ways aS we can 
so that we: can better prepare 
teachers———for the benefit of 
the men and women who come to 
Castleton as students and for 
the benefit of the boys and 
girls whom they will teach. 
The value of acreditation 
lies in its being an official 
stamp of approval, but with or 
without it, we can continue to 
qualify people for teaching 
certificats, our graduates 
can continue to obtain ad- 
(Con't on page 7, Col 2) 


FACULTY CUTS 


Mr. Carr attended on November 
16, a regional meeting of the 
Depte of Elementary Principals 
of the NEA in Bostone The open 
discussion was about preparing 
students for elementary school 
principalships. It was the con- 
clusion of the committee ahat 
the primary purpose of teachers 
college was to prepare teachers 
and not to prepare principals. 

One faculty member seems to 
be traveling quite a lote How 
are your seniors doing, Mr, Bush- 
nell? 

Dre Seigl attended the Ass— 
ociation for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development in Mont- 
pelier, Dec. 1-4, where super- 
vision and a new Social Studies 
curriculum were discussed, 

The NeHeAe Of Social Studies 
Teachers also held a meéting at 
BeUe on Dec, 1, which was atten— 
ded by Miss Hale, 

Dean Black was a panel member 
at the New England Association 
af Collegiate Registrars and the 
Administrative Officers meeting 
at Boston, Nov. 30—Dec. 1, where 
the topic for the discussion was 
"Teg@her Flacement." She was also 
present at the New England Con 
ference on Human Relations Edu= 
cation when it was held Dec. 7-8 
in Magnolia, Mass, 

Sophomore classes in Biology 
have resumed, thanks to Dre Norton. 
We are happy to hear of Mrs, 
Carr's speedy recovery and extend 
best whkshes to lir. Keech in hopes 
that he, too, will be with us soon. 
On Nove 28, and Dece 2, Mre 
Gilbert attended a meeting of the 
Nat'l Association for the Mental 
Health, Ine. in Washington, D,. C. 

as a delegate member of NAMH for 
Vermont and also as a board mer— 
ber. Mre FeBe Ryan, the president 
ef NAM, stated that there has been 
a gradual but very encoueaging dec- 
line in mental health due to help 
of medical science, 


LEAVENWORTH 


On November 15th, we fresh~ 
men girls held a coffee hour for 
the returning Seniors, It was 
our first experience at this form of 
entertainment, and we enjoyed the 
opportunity of meeting the Seniors. 
We hope they had as good atime 
as we did, 

On Dec. 3rd, we held a house 
meeting and plans for our Christ- 
mas party were made, Celia Alli- 
son is in charge of refreshments, 
Regina LaFayette, decoration; 
and Sally Reggman, recreation, We 
drew names for our party and del-— 
egated Betty O'Brien as Santa, 


ELLIS 


Life at Ellis Hall has been 
rather quiet for the last few 
weeks, (In the dat time that 
isl) Studying, girls????? 

Christmas here on the campus 
wouldn't be complete without 
our dorm party, and last Thurs- 
day night wastthe night$ Santa was 
here in all his splendor, and des— 
pite the question, "Have you been 
good little girls?J", we all did 
receive gifts--and refreshments. 

Following the party a group 
of energetic girls hiked down to 
Morrill House to serenade the fel- 
lows with Christmas carols. 

There's a new noise in Fllis 
and it can be identified as the 
click, click, click of the knit- 
ting needles} Nearly all of the 
girls are knitting, right Corkie? 


SHHEHERHHEEAHAY 
Pyrnsie; Jack makes me tired. 


Mrse Coley: It's your ow fault 
you should stop chasing him! 


